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MAPA®IAJIbHUA BIOJIETEHD PARISH BULLETIN
17 rpyana 2023 p. December 17,2023
PO3KJIAZ BOT'OCJ/YKIHb SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Ceama TaliHa Cnoegidb woHedini 8id 9:30 - 10:00

rPYAEHDb

17 - 28-ma Heajina nicna Tpoiui. fitypria 10:00.

19 - BisTopokK. Ceatnutena Mukonaa vyygotsopua. Jlitypria
10:00.

24 - Hepina nepep, PisgBom XpucToBMM, CBATUX OTLIB.
Nitypria 10:00.

Haseuip’a Pizgsa Xpuctosoro 18:00 - Benuke MNoseuip'a
19:00 — Cesama seyveps 3 KOAAOKAMU 8 YepKOoBHIl 3ani
21:00 - Benuke Mosevip's (mosmopHo)

25 - NMoHepginok, Pi3gBo Nocnoga bora i Cnaca Haworo Icyca
Xpucra. Jlitypria 10:00

26 - BisTopok, Cobop Mpecsatoi boropoaunui. flitypris 10:00

27 - Cepepa, MyueHuka ApxiamakoHa CtenaHa, Mpas. Mocuda,
Jaeuaa uaps, i lkosa bparta locnogHboro. flitypris 10:00

31 - Hegina nicna Pizgea Xpuctosoro i nepeg boroAsneHHAM.
Nitypria 10:00.

Confession every Sunday 9:30 — 10:00 am

DECEMBER

17 — 28" Sunday after Pentecost. Liturgy at 10:00 am

19 — Tuesday. St. Nicholas the Wonderworker. Liturgy at 10:00
am

24 — Sunday before the Nativity. Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Liturgy at 10:00 am

Eve of the Nativity of our Lord Great Compline 6:00 pm
7:00 pm — Christmas Eve meal
9:00 — Christmas Eve Great Compline (repeated)

25 - Monday, Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Liturgy at 10:00 am

26 - Tuesday, Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos. Liturgy at
10:00 am

27 - Wednesday, Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen,
Joseph the Betrothed, David the King and James, the Brother of
the Lord. Liturgy at 10:00 am

31 - Sunday after the Nativity, Sunday before Theophany.
Liturgy at 10:00 am

NoTpebyloTb Hawmx monutoB: Teoaocina basep, Bipa by4dak-CureH, €sreHin MigsucoubKa, HOnis Mywkap, CtedaHin Lesuyk, JaHnno
i AHTOHiHa CTeunwinH, Oneca Bosouwyk, Mapyca 3umoselb, FOpint ManHuyK, KceHa Camontok, ManmHa BakyniH, Mapia [suraiino
MutnHcoKa, rkeHedep KywHip, OKkcaHa lN'yHKo, Codia OnaHcbKa, Jltoca Cyn, MapiaH i AHHa Jlax, OKcaHa XaH, AHHa Knum Ayaac.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Jennie Pidwysocky, Julie Puszkar, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina
Stechysin, Lesia Voloshchuk, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Xenia Samoluk, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Jennifer
Kushnir, Oksana Hunko, Sophie Oliansky, Lucy Sup, Marian & Anna Lach, Oksana Chan, Anna Klym Dudas.




MMAPA®ISAJIBHI TOAII TA OT'OJIOIIEHHSA
Dopori napadiaHu!

AK BMHATOK, TiNbKM LbOro poky, Mu 6yaemo BignpaBnATU pisaBAHI Bianpsu 3a KOniaHCbKUA KaneHaapem,
BNA TUX, AKI We He roToBi LUboro poky nepeitTn Ha HoBoloniaHCbKU KaneHaap.

CBATA BEYEPA - BigbyaeTbca B Heajinto, 24-ro rpyaHa 2023 p., o 19:00, B LepKBOHi 3ani, nicns Benmkoro MNoseuip’i.

BapTicTb KBMTKa ana gopocanx $20. Aitm ao 12 pokis y cynposogi 6aTbKis - 6e3kowTosHo. Mignitku Big 13 no 18 pokis - 10S.

KBUTKM MOKHa 3amoBUTU abo 3abpoHtoBaTh y OnekcaHapu (438-937-9330) - sanichka2005@yahoo.com abo woHeajini nicna fityprii
BiA cTapworo 6pata Onera Kamizepko. KiHueBui TepmiH npuabaHHA KBUTKiB: 17 rpygHa 2023 p.

LLnpo 3anpowyemo Bcix!

BAXJ/IMBE NOBIAOMNEHHA: akwjo eu 3miHunu eawy domawHo adpecy, Homep mesegoHa, nouwimosy aopecy, npocumo
nogioomumu npo ye, ocKinbKu Habauxaemoca 3asepuwieHHA 2023-20 poKy, i Mu Maemo eam Hadicnamu nodamkoei KeumaHuyii e
Hosomy pouyi. Yci 3miHu Hadcunaiime 0o /lobu lMykac Ha lpukas@bell.net

YNNEHCbKA BKNAOKA:

LiepKkoBHa paaa npuraaye napadisHam, XTO Lie He 3an1aTUB CBOIO Y1IeHCbKY LLePKOBHY BKAaAKY, NPocumo 3pobitb ue no
MOXXMBOCTI B KOPOTKili TepmiH. OauHOKi - $200; PoguHa - $360.

Mpocumo B3aTK Ao yBarun: 3a 2023 piK, YNEHCbKi BHECKM A0 HawWoi napadii 4na 0AMHOKKUX cknagatoTb $200 a ana poanHu $360. 3
i€l cymm, napadia nnatmTb Ao KoHcmcTopii (AKa 3HaxoamTbea y BiHHinesi) 3a KoxHy ocoby $158 i go CxigHoi Enapxii (8 TopoHTi)
$20, Bce pasom $178. Ane Lj BHECKM He NOKPUBAIOTb PiuHMIA BrogykeT Hawoi napadii. Mu 3anexkmmo Big fo6poi Bosi Ta WweapocTi
Hawwmx napadiaH i NPUXUAbHUKIB WoA0 GiHAHCOBUX MNOXKEPTB.

XPELWEHHA: 17-ro rpygHs 2023 p. — Alexandra Michelle Rospotniuk, daughter of Viktor Rospotniuk and Darya Belskaya
XPELWWEHHA: 21-ro rpyaHa 2023 p. — Maverick Rossin-Arthiat, son of Andre Rossin-Arthiat and Uliana Semenenko

XPUCTUAHCbKUIA-TYMAHITAPHWUIA NPOEKT CXIAHOT ENAPXIT — YIILL KAHAAM: VY Hepinto, 17 rpyaHs, BigbyaeTbea cneLjianbHa
36ipKa, Nnpu3HayeHa ans 36opy KOWTiB Ha NiATPMMKY CMPOTMHLIB B YKpaiHi, ska byae nposoantmca CxigHoto Enapxieto YKpaiHCbKOi
MpaBocnasHoi Llepkeu KaHagu.

KOHLUEPT CBATOINO MMUKOJIAA: PigHa wkona im. Mutpononuta lnapioHa OrieHka npu Kateapi CeaToi Codii, opraHizosye ceaTo Cs.
Mukonas, Ake Biabyaetbca B Heainto, 17-ro rpyaHa, 2023 p. B LLepKOBHIl 3ani nicaa JliTyprii. B nporpami: KOHUEPT, CBATKOBUI 06ia.
CTOCOBHO NpMBATHUX NOAAPYHKIB Big 6aTbKiB, MM 3BepTaemoca A0 6aTbkis, 0ANH NOAAPYHOK A4 BaLIOI AUTUHU Big, POANHMU i He
6inblue. TaKoX LWKOMA NPUrOTOB/IAE MaJIeHbKi NOAAPYHKU ANA AiTen

Mpocumo 6aTbkis, W6 3BEepHYTUCA A0 AMpPEKTopa WKoau Aob. liogmnaum i nogatv im’a Balol ANTUHM, WO6 HIXTO He 3anULLIMBCA 3
nitet 6e3 noaapyHKiB.

TaKoMXK, AKLLO XTO 3 AiTel, 6axkas 61 B3ATU y4acTb y NPOrpami, po3KkasaTu BipLU, Y1 3acniBaTu, NPOABUTM ByAb-AKWIA TanaHT —
3BEPHITLCA 40 ANPEKTOPA LUKOAMN.

AnpeKuia wkoaun

HACTIHHI KANEHOAPI HA 2024 PIK: BapTictb $15. LLlo6 3amoBuTn KaneHaap, byap nacka, 3BePHITbCA A0 cTaplimx bpaTis nepes,
noyaTtkom boxkecTBeHHOoI JliTyprii, abo nicna Hei. BM TakoX MoXKeTe 3p0bUTN 3aMOB/IEHHA eN1eKTPOHHOI nowToto Ao Onera
Kamisepka (kamizerko@gmail.com). [ocTaBKa KaneHaapis A0 HALWOi LEPKBU OYIKYETLCA 40 cepeamHu rpyaHa. MpubyTku Big,
npoaaky KaneHaapa CxigHa enapxia YMNLK cnpamoByBaTumMme Ha AuTaAuMin HaByanbHO-peabinitauiiHnit ueHTp dxkepeno y /1bBOBI,
YKpaiHa.

BIBTAPHA APYXXWHA: BigHoB/IOO BiBTapHY APYXKUHY. i HEAiNA monogi, Ae a 6yay npurotyBat X/10MLjiB NOYEProBoro YNTaHHA
anocTtona B Heginto nig yac flityprii. Mpowy 38epHyTMCA 40 oTUA Bonognmumpa 514-947-2235.

LLEPKOBHMI1 XOP: PeneTuLja Xopy B LiepKOBHili 3ani no Heainax o 9:00 Ta o 12:45. 3a iHpopmaljieto 3BepTaiitecs Ao FanmHmu
BaBepuak 514- 620-9494. 3anpolUyeEMO HOBUX XOPUCTiB - 0c06/1MBO HoNOBIKiB!

3YCTPIY 3A KABOIO: LLloHeaini nicns NiTyprii B LLepKOBHIK 3ai 3anpoLLyemo BCix barkatoumx Ha KaBy, Yalt i conoake Ta Ao
POAMHHOIO CMiJIKYBAHHA.



BIABIAUHU XBOPUX: npuraayto, WO AKLWLO XTOCb i3 HalMx NapadiaH noTpanus 40 NiKapHi, 3BepTatoca 40 POAMHMN NOBIAOMUTU
0. Bonoammunpa. Takok NoBigomTe HacToaTena Koam ocoba byna BunucaHa 3 NikapHi 41 40 CTapeyoro 6yamHKy.

HEAINbHA LLKONA NPU NAPA®IT: HasuaHHa penirii 3 10:00 - 10:45 B LepKOBHiIl 3ani. 3anpoLyemo. 3a A0AaTKOBOIO
iHpopmaluieto 3BepTaliTeca Ao o. Bonogummnpa 514-947-2235.

KAHAJ/1 YOUTUBE: Saint Sophie Montreal: TpaHcaauia Halwnx HeainbHUX Bianpas BiabyBaeTbCA B OHNAMH peXKMMI. 3anpoLlyeMO
nignucysaTucA.

3ATAJIbHA IH®OPMALIA

KOHTAKTHA IHOOPMALIA: sKWo BM NOMiIHANM abo MaeTe HaMip 3MiHUTU CBOKO AOMALLIHIO Y/ €/IEKTPOHHY alpecy, 3BepHiTbCA [0
Ntobu NykKac (Ipukas@bell.net), wob B LLepKOBHOMY peecTpi byna Balla BipHa agpeca.

MEPEKA3ATU NOXKEPTBY ANA LLEPKBU ABO 3ANIATUTU CBOKO YIEHCBbKY BKNIAOKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo

MO3KHa BuUciaTh Yyepes “Interac e-Transfer” Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [na e-Transfers 6yab nacka BUKOPUCTOBYITE
naposnb church. [akyemo 3a Bali wupi noxepTsu.

BAPEHUKMU / VARENYKY

Hawi BapeHuKu Tenep € B Npogaxi.
MokHa 3amoBAATH Y IpuHK Fepuy, 514-747-7156, abo Onenu Mlenu, 514-626-1625.

Our varenyky are for sale.
They can be ordered from Irena Gerych 514-747-7156 or Elena Gella 514-626-1625.

CHURCH FUNDRAISER - ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO ST. SOPHIE CATHEDRAL

3BIP KOILTIB /11 HEPKBU - BCI IPUXO/JU NMPU3HAYAIOTHCH A1 MIATPUMKU COBOPY CBATOI
COPII!

HAND-EMBROIDERED CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS / $25 each
There are 12 different patterns plus one design that can be personalized with a name (limited character space).

They can be purchased Sundays after the church service or by contacting Halina Waverchuck at 514-697-4170
or halina.waverchuck@gmail.com.

PI3IBAHI OPHAMEHTM - l1MHKOBI mpUKpacH py4yHoi BUIIMBKH - OgHa KomTye $25
€ 12-Tb Pi3HUX AEKOPATUBHUX OPUTiHANbHUX BULLUTTIB (KY/NIbKM) 33 BalMM CMaKOM i 6axKaHHAM, a TaKOX,MOXHa 3aMOBUTU

iMEeHHY NpuKpacy 3a BalMm BaxkaHHAM. |Ix MoXKHa npuabaTtv B Heginto nicna JliTyprii abo 3BepHyBLIMCL He3nocepeaHbo Ao MannHK
Basepuak 514-697-4170 abo halina.waverchuck@gmail.com.

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!
During the transition period from one calendar to another, our Cathedral will be holding services on both
calendars to accommodate those who are not yet prepared to switch to the New Julian calendar this year.

THE CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER will take place on Sunday, December 24, 2023 in the parish hall at 7:00 pm after the Great Compline.
Dinner is $20 per adult, children under 12 years old accompanied by their parents can attend free of charge. Teens from 13 to 18
years pay a reduced rate of $10.

Tickets may be ordered or reserved from Oleksandra at 438-937-9330 / sanichka2005@yahoo.com or in church from church elder
Oleg Kamizerko. Deadline for purchase of tickets: December 17, 2023. Everyone is invited!




IMPORTANT NOTICE: ! want to bring to your attention that it is important to advise the church of your address, telephone and
email changes. As the end of the year approaches and we will be sending out tax receipts in the new year, let’s make sure that
they are mailed to the correct addresses. All changes should be sent to Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:

The Parish Council wishes to remind members that single membership is $200 and $360 for family. Those who did not pay yet
for this year, please do so as soon as you can.

Please note: For 2023, of the parish membership fee ($200 single; $360 family), our levy to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada (UOCC) is $158/member and to the Eastern Eparchy $20/member, total $178. These monies do not cover operating
expenses of our parish. We are dependent on the goodwill of members and friends for financial contributions.

ST. NICHOLAS CONCERT: The Metropolitan llarion Ohienko Ukrainian School at St. Sophia Cathedral is organizing a St. Nicholas
concert to be held on Sunday, December 17, 2023, in the church hall after the Liturgy. The program includes a concert and a festive
dinner. Regarding private gifts from parents, we ask parents to bring one gift for your child from the family and no more. The
school also prepares small gifts for children. We ask parents to contact the principal of the school, Dobr. Lyudmyla and submit your
child's name so that no child is left without gifts.

Also, if any of the children would like to take part in the program, recite a poem or sing, or show any talent, please contact the
school principal.

School management

BAPTISM: December 17, 2023, Alexandra Michelle Rospotniuk, daughter of Viktor Rospotniuk and Darya Belskaya.
BAPTISM: December 21, 2023, Maverick Rossin-Arthiat, son of Andre Rossin-Arthiat and Uliana Semenenko

2024 WALL CALENDARS: The cost is $15 each. To reserve a calendar, please contact a church elder before or after Divine Liturgy or
by emailing Oleg Kamizerko at kamizerko@gmail.com. Delivery to our church is expected by mid-December. This is a UOCC Eastern
Eparchy fundraiser with profits going towards the Dzherelo Children's Rehabilitation Centre in Lviv, Ukraine.

UOCC - EASTERN EPARCHY CHRISTIAN HUMANITARIAN PROJECT: On Sunday December 17, there will be a separate collection for
the UOCC Eastern Eparchy’s Ukraine orphanage project.

CHURCH CHOIR: Rehearsals in the church hall are on Sundays at 9:00 am and 12:45 pm. For more information please contact
Helena Waverchuck at (514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome — especially men!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Every Sunday, after Divine Liturgy, join us for coffee and refreshments. This is an opportunity for our
parishioners to meet and welcome guests to our family parish. We very much appreciate donations that help cover the costs.

VISITING THE SICK: Please inform Fr Volodymyr when a parishioner is admitted or discharged from a hospital or nursing home.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Religious education will be held in the church hall from 10:00 — 10:45 pm. For more information please contact
Fr. Volodymyr at 514-947-2235.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Montreal. We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: Please contact Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net if your status, address, telephone numbers or
email address have changed.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. For e-Transfers please use password church. Thank you for your generosity.




Hopori 6patu i cectpun !

OHamu y BepxoBHiit Pagi 6yB NnpuHATUIA 3aKOH, AKKIA 3po6uB 25 rpygHa, BUXigHUM gHeM, Koy 6inbluiTb XPUCTUAH CBITY
CBATKYIOTb Pi3gBo 3a MPUropsaHcbKUm KaneHgapem.

Mpobnema y Tomy, LLO YKPAIHLj XMBYTb 33 IBOMA KaneHAapAMM OHOHACHO. Y NOBCAKAEHHOMY XKUTTI (AK i B6i/bLUICTb KpaiH CBIiTy) MK
KopucTyemocs [pUropiaHCbKUM KaneHZapem, a Y KUTTi LIePKOBHOMY YKPaIHCbKi XpUCTMSAHW 36epiratoTb BipHICTb KasieHaapto CTapiliomy —
HOniaHcbKoMy. Yvm BOHM PI3HATBLCA MiXK co6010?

KOniaHCbKKMIA KaneHaap 3anpoBaays Lie Ao Halloi epu HOnii Liesap (3Biacy i Ha3ea). Ha Tolt vac Lelt KaneHaap 6yB HaiNpOrpecuBHiLLNM i
HaWUTOUHILLIMM. BxKe 3 IV CTONITTA HUM KOPUCTYBaNNCA YCi XPUCTUAHCHKI KpaiHW. Ane 3 Yacom 3'AcyBasiocs, WO BiH HE € AOCKOHA/INM: 0/liaHCbKUIA
pik 6yB Ha 11 XBUAMH A0BLUMM, aHiXK COHAYHUA. MaTemaTuyHO Ti «3aliBi» 11 xBuAnH 3a 128 poKiB yTBOPIOBa/IM OAMH «A0AaTKOBUIA» AEHb. A BXKe
3a NiBTOPA TUCAYONITTA KaneHaap BiACTaBaB Ha AECATb peasibHUX AHiB. Lo 11 cTano npuymnHoto BBeaeHHs B XVI CT. OHOB/IEHOrO —
IpuropiaHcbKoro KaneHaapa. MpuropiaHcbKuWii KaneHaap 3anposaams 4 »osTHA 1582 poky Mana Pumcbkuiia Mpuropii XlIl. Liei kaneHaap aoci
BU3HaHMWI CBITOM SIK MiXKHapOAHWIA CTaHaaPT. BiH BpaxoBye HeToUYHOCTI KOniaHCLKOro: cepeaHs TPMBaniCTb POKY CTaHOBUTL 365 AHIB

5 rogyH 49 xennmH i 12 cekyHa.

MNepLummm MpuropiaHCbKUIA KaneHaap seenu Itanis, PpaHujs, Icnawis, MopTyranis Ta Piu Mocnoaura. 3 rigHo 3 HoBoBBeAeHHAM Manu, abu
BUPIBHATU NOXMBKY KO niaHCbKOro KaneHaapa, oapasy ¥ nicnn 4 »oBTHA 1582 poKy HacTano 15 XKoBTHA. Y Tol Yac, KoM BECh CBIT 3iMLLIOBCA Ha
ToMy, WO KOniaHCbKUI KaneHaap i3 Nor/say acTPOHOMIi He € TOYHUM i 3amiCTb HbOrO NOTPIBHO BNPOBAAXKYBATU HOBUIA, Ha YKPATHCHKMX 3eM/IAX
TaK i He HABaXKMMCb Ha Lie.  Xoua crpobwu bynu.

Ha noyaTkax Ha nepexig, noroameca natpiapx KOHCTaHTMHONONBLCLKUIA. BiH HaBiTb Hanucas Mani PUMCbKOMY ICTa 3 NiATBEPAXKEHHSM, LLO 3
1584 poky LiepKBW, K NianaaakoTb i, Moro pUCAMKLIK, NOYHYTh KOPUCTYBATUCA HOBUM KaneHaapem. 1o Ljei opucamKLii exoamnm
npaBocnaBHi rpomaau «Monaasii, 1sixii, Pyci, [pysii Ta y 6araTbox iHWmMxX Kpasax». OfiHaK 3rogom B 0To4eHHI KOHCTaHTMHOMO/IbCLKOTO NaTpiapxa
nepemor/ia iHLa ToYKa 30py — i 3asB/IeHNIA Nepexia TaK | He Biabyscs.

4) To My AOCi XKMBEMO 3a 3aCTapi/IMM KasieHaapem?

Hi, Ha wacTa. HoBuiA KaneHaap 4acTKoBO BU3HaM i y Hac. LLlonpasaa, axk uepes Kifibka CToAiTb Nic/aA M0ro BNpOoBayKeHHA Y iHLIMX KpaiHax i nLe
Ha NoiTMYHOMY piBHI. MpUropiaHcbKKiA KaneHaap 3atBepanam 16 ntotoro 1918 poky, BiaTak Lei AeHb aBTOMaTUUHO cTaB 1 6epesHsa 1918 poky.
3aKOoH MO LEe yXBanuAu Ha 3aciaaHHi Manoi Pagy YkpaiHcbkoi HapoaHoi Pecnybniku.

Ane B)Xe HaBiTb YaCT1Ha BipHMX POCIMCHKOI LIEPKBU NepeliLiia Ha HoBUIA CTUAb. HanpuKknag, y 20-X poKax MMHY/I0ro CToAITTA J1aTBilicbKa
npaBoc/iaBHa LiepKBa MOCKOBCbKOro natpiapxaTy 3a 61aroc/ioBeHHAM naTpiapxa TUXOHa YMHUTB Pi3ABaHi 6orocayKiHHA WOopPoKy 24 i 25 rpyaHs. |
He mwe BoHa. Y Hawwmx reorpadivyHux cyciais — Mongosu i binopyci, nonpu ceaTkyBaHHA Pi3gga y CiuHi, 25 rpyaHs BXKe € BUXIAHUM OHEM, i
YacTuHa BiPAH BiA3HAYa€E CBATO caMe Y rpyaHi. Bcboro yotnpm LiepKem xumyTb 3a KOniaHCbKMM KaneHgapem. Pisggo 3a Ctapum ctmiem — B Hid
Ha 7 ciuHs — 3ycTpivatoTb Taki NnpaBocsiaBHi Liepksu, sk PociicbKa, EpycanMmcbKa, CepbebKa i Fpy3MHCBKa, a Luie adpoHCbKi MoHacTMpi Ta
NpaBOC/IaBHi | rpeKo-KaTtonKK YKpaiHu. Lie 25% xpuctuan csity. [na pewut xpuctuaH Pisago Hactae 25 rpyaHa. ToX TyT YKpaiHa 3aUWaeTbea y
pocilicbKilt maTpuLi. Pi3aBo 25 rpyaHA HEKOPEKTHO HAa3MBaTU KKATOIMLbKUM» Tomy Lo 25 rpyaHs Pi3aBo CBATKYHOTb HE ILLIE KaTO/IMKMY, a i
6inbLUicTb NpaBoCcNaBHUX CBITY. Lie i KoHCTaHTMHOMNONLCbKMI (Kpim AQOHY), AneKcaHapiicbKuiA, AHTIOXIMCbKUIA, PyMyHCbKMIA Ta KinpcbKuit
natpiapxaT, bonrapcbka, MonbcebKa Ta MpelbKa NpaBocnaBHi LepkBn. Halui 6am3bki cyciam — Mongosa 1 binopycs, | ianeka AnbaHia matoTb
BMXiZHI AHI Ha «aBa Pisgga»: i 25 rpygHa, i 7 civna.

MNoajbHa NpaKTUKa iCHYE B rpeKo-KaToMMKIB 32 KOpAOHOM. BoHM A03B0/IMAM Napadiam cammMm BU3HAYUTU, KOM CBATKYBaTM Pi3ago. | HWHI Tam €
napadii, AKi CBATKYHOTb MO0 3a CTapUM CTU/IEM, i € TaKi, Lo 32 HOBUM. AMepUuKaHCbKa YIKLL ubomy npuknag,



Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

Recently, a law was passed by the Verkhovna Rada (Ukrainian parliament) that declared December 25 as a statutory holiday, aligning with the
Gregorian calendar which is followed by most Christians worldwide for celebrating Christmas.

However, Ukrainians follow two calendars simultaneously. In their daily lives, like most countries, they use the Gregorian calendar, but in their
religious practices, Ukrainian Christians adhere to the older Julian calendar. So, what exactly is the difference between these two calendars?

The Julian calendar was introduced by Julius Caesar and was considered advanced and accurate at that time. It was widely used by Christian
countries since the fourth century. However, it was later discovered that the Julian year was 11 minutes longer than the solar year. Over time,
these "extra" 11 minutes accumulated to an "extra" day every 128 years. As a result, after a millennium and a half, the Julian calendar was ten
days behind the actual solar year. This led to the introduction of the updated Gregorian calendar in the 16th century. The Gregorian calendar,
introduced on 4 October 1582 by Pope Gregory XIll, is now recognized as the international standard. It addresses the inaccuracies of the Julian
calendar by averaging a year to be 365 days, 5 hours, 49 minutes, and 12 seconds in length.

Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth were the first to adopt the Gregorian calendar. According to the Pope's
innovation, in order to equalise the error of the Julian calendar, October 15 came immediately after October 4, 1582. At a time when the whole
world agreed that the Julian calendar was not accurate from the point of view of astronomy and that a new one should be introduced instead, the
Ukrainian lands did not dare to do so. Although there were attempts.

Initially, the Patriarch of Constantinople agreed to the transition. He even wrote a letter to the Pope confirming that from 1584, the churches
under his jurisdiction would start using the new calendar. This jurisdiction included the Orthodox communities of "Moldova, Lechia, Russia,
Georgia, and many other lands". However, later, a different point of view prevailed in the environment of the Patriarch of Constantinople, and the
declared transition never took place.

4) So, do we still live by the outdated calendar?

No, fortunately. The new calendar was partially recognised in Ukraine. However, only a few centuries after its introduction in other countries and
only at the political level. The Gregorian calendar was adopted on 16 February 1918, so this day automatically became 1 March 1918. The law was
adopted at a meeting of the Minor Council of the Ukrainian People's Republic.

But even some of the faithful of the Russian Church have already switched to the new style. For example, in the 1920s, the Latvian Orthodox
Church with the blessing of Patriarch Tikhon of Moscow, held Christmas services every year on 24 and 25 December. And it is not the only one.
Our geographical neighbours Moldova and Belarus, despite celebrating Christmas in January, already have December 25 as a day off, and some of
their faithful celebrate the holiday in December. Only four churches follow the Julian calendar. Christmas in the old style - on the night of 7
January - is celebrated by the Russian, Jerusalem, Serbian and Georgian Orthodox Churches, as well as the monasteries on Mount Athos and
Orthodox and Greek Catholics in Ukraine. These are 25% of the world's Christians. For the rest of the Christians, Christmas comes on 25
December. So here Ukraine remains in the Russian matrix. It is incorrect to call Christmas on December 25 "Catholic" because not only Catholics
celebrate Christmas on December 25, but also the majority of the world's Orthodox. This includes the Patriarchates of Constantinople (except for
Mount Athos), Alexandria, Antioch, Romania and Cyprus, as well as the Bulgarian, Polish and Greek Orthodox Churches. Our close neighbours,
Moldova and Belarus, and distant Albania, have two Christmases: 25 December and 7 January.

Greek Catholics abroad have a similar practice. They allowed parishes to determine when to celebrate Christmas. And now there are parishes that
celebrate it according to the old style, and there are those that celebrate it according to the new. The Ukrainian Catholic Church in the USAis an
example of this.



